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NOV  2  4  1943 

^^j,  CHICAGOAIIS  yAKS  K)OD  PI&HT  POH  I^EDOM 

Broadcast  "by  Joe  Tonkin  jBadio  Chie^  FaDdDistribut ion  Administration,  Mr,  and  I'rs. 
Harry  Turrell ,  Chicago  Victory  Garden  leaders,  Avalon  Park,  Chicago  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture's  portion  of  the  national  Tarm  and  Home  Hour,  '■Wednesday, 
ITovemher  24,  1943,  over  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  "etwork, 

■      ,^  ■•         ■ -  ■    _o-  ^ 

KADISHiJr:  ■•'•It  is  natural,  that  at  times  we  think  of  foo.d  as.  an  exclusive  product 
of  the  farm*     It's  true,  of  course,  that  the  bulk  of  our  daily  diet  originates  in 
the  fields  a,nd  pastures  of  rural  America.    But  especially  since  the  war  "began  - 
another  type  of  food  producer  has  made  himself  prominent  in  the  national  scene. 
I'm  talking  ahout  the  Victory  Oardener  and  his  place  in  the  ?ood  lights  for  free- 
dom program. 

Waiting  in  Chicago  is  Joe  Tpnkin,.  jRad.io  chief  ,■  for  the  food  Distribution  Admin- 
istration in  the  Midwest."  ^'/ith  him  are'  two  guests  who.  hp.ve  a  lot  of  first  ha.nd 
information  about  this,  part  of  our  war  effort,    G-o  ahead,  Joe, 

TO^ZIiT;     Th-anks  ,  -fallace..-  our  guests  are  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Harry  Tiirrell ,  of"  Avalon 
Park,  v.'iio  have  been  chosen  to  tell  us  about  some  of  their  activities  in  this 
phase  of  the  Pood  Pights  for  Freedom  program; 

Mr,  Ttirrell,  we  know  you  manage  a  chain  of  theaters  in  your  section  af  th'e.xity,.._., 
but  what  is  your  official  gardening  title  in  Aval^on  Park?  I  L.  i  B  F?-  A  F?  Y 

'       ■  '"RECEIVED 
TUHHSLL:     I*m  Victory  Garden  Chairman,  Joe,  •     -  • 

.;       -.  ;      •  ■      .1^  DEC  7-  1343  ★ 

TOMIH:    And  what  about  you,  Mrs.  Turrell,  are  yon  a.,ti-tled  gai  denet"? 


TUHRrlLL:    No,  you  can  just  say  I 'm'^iiarry ' s  part^ner, 
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TC]!JICIi?;    '■'ell,  I  know  that  both  of  you  have  done  a.n  outstanding  job.    The  nation 
is  going  to  need  many  more  lea'ders  in  Victory  3-arden  work  this  coming  spring, 
and  here's  our  chance  t.o  show  them  what  can  be  accomplished.    Mr,  Turrell  v:hen 
did  you  start  being  a  Victory  Gardener?    ■  • 

TUHEELLj    ':Jhen  they  were  first  sug;:rested  in  the  Spring  of  1942.    I  kind  of  got  • 
my  eye  on  a  large  tract  of  land  at  the  corner  of  83rd  Street  and  Dorchester 
Avenue.  .  .  •  *   -  •; 

T027ICI1T:  That's  somewhat  crov/ded  in  that  section  of  the  city  -  hovr  come  all  this 
vacant  land? 

TURRELL:    7ell»  you  see,  that  used  to  be  the  city  dump, 

MRS.  TURRELL:     Garden  ejcperts  said  we  just  couldn't  get  anything  to  grow  there. 
That's  v/hen  we  started  to  talk  about  it  to  our  neighbors, 

TOITKIiT;     Did  you  get  much  help? 


MRS.  TURRELL:  To  tell  the  trath  it  was  hard  to  get  anyone  interested  -  at  first  - 
They'd  take  one  look  at  it  and  back  away,  but  we  just  kept  right  on  talking. 


~  2  ^ 


TONKIN:    Then  what  happened? 

"  '     ,\'      "■  ■■  •     •  ^  •     ,  • . 

•  ...  A  ,  , 

TURHELL;  '-e  started  to  ha.ve  meetings  and  "by  spring  we  had  enough  fol'^s  interested 
that  \\''e  could  mstp  out  a  program.'  •'■  •  "        ■     /  ,•>;.  r   "j.-.v'';.  ■ 

MRS,  TUBHELL:     That's  when  they  made  him' cha.irma.nv    '  .  • 

TONKIF;    But  wasn't  it  quite  a  job  to  turn  the  city  dump  into  a  garden,  expecially 
when  I  hear  that  it  has  now  won  the  admiration  of  the  experts  from  the  Department 
of  Ag.2*iculture  and  the  University  of  Illinois;  and  to  top  that  was  avrarded  the- 
G-rand  Champion  Ribhon  for  quality  and  the"  Blue  Ribbon  art  the'  "'.Uctory  G-arden  fes- 
tival held  out  at  Soldier's  7ield,  '    v   " •  . 

•  »'••*"■■'  ■  , ,      '  ■ ' 

TUHRSLL:    Yes,  we  had'  everything  from  old  bed  Springs  to  tin  .caiis  to  clean  out 
of  there  before  we  could  begin  to  plant,  .     <,  •  •  . 

TONKIIT;    And  what  has  been  the  result  of  all  this  v-rork  and  interest?    In  other 
words,  hov/  many  Victory  Gardens  did  you  have  in  A^si-lon  Park  this  last  season? 

TURRELL:    '."'e  had  530  gardens,  or  about  one  for  every  thr6e  families. 

TONKIH:    Mayb^  that  would  mean  a  little"  more  if  I  told  our  audi^n'de  that  the:cOimi:;; 
munity  of  Avalon  Pa.rk  is  a'little  oveir  one  mile  square.    But  what's  this  I  heaf 
about  a  Victory  Garden  library?  '  •  .    .  ' 

MRS'.  TJRRELL:    As  vre~  went  alon^  with  the  work,  we  discovered  . that  a  lot,  of  peopl?-- 
had  questions  to  ask  that  most  of  us  couldn't  answer.    You  see,;: we  live  in  golf- 
playing,  card-playing  section  where  the  women  had  never  canned  anything.    So  v/e 
decided  to  start  a  Victory  Garden  library  wher6  everj'-thing  fr on?-:  textbooks  t?  seed  ■ 
catalogues  would  be  available  to  the  workers, 

TONICrJ:    And  where  is  this  library,  Mrs,  Turrell? 

MRS,  TURRSLL,{  We  use  the  basement  of  our  house  as  neighborhood  information 
center  and  plac6  to  discuss  our  gardening- problems ,  '  t 

TOITKII*:    'fell,  now  that  the  gardens  were  all  started,  what  h&ppened  when  the 
vegeta.bles  began  to  mature?  - 

TURPJILL:    That^s  whetre  my  work  stopped  and  Mrs,  Tur'rell^s  began.'    Ih  the  spring  '.  ' 
she  held  meetings  in  the  high  school ,  so  housfewiv'es  could  tell  their  gardener 
husbamds  to  plant  the  right  things, 

TOlTKIiT;    And  the  canning  could  start"  •^^thout  a'  hitch,  ■   ■  i  ^  .  .  '  :,.', 

MRS,  TURRSLLi    Yes,  and  we  all  ha.d  such  good  crops  that  we  wanted  to  make  sure 
that  none  of  the  food  went  to  v;aste.    So  I  started  to  lo'ok  arouiid  far  other,  viays  ' 
to  help  our  people  conserve  and  preserve  the  surplus, 

TONKDT:     How  did  you  do  that?  .......  ...... 

MRS.  TURRSLL;    By  new  recipes  for  cajining  and  preserVin-g  fdod  by  brining.-    '".^.e  had" 
another  meeting  at  our  house  and  housewives  v/ho  had  canning  recipes  which  had  been 
tested,  were  asked  to  come  and  put  that  "recipe  in  a 'big  horte-made  b-ook,'  .  .  That 
book  i^  now  in  the  library  you  mentioned,- 
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TOKKIIT:    A  moment  ago,  you  spoke  of  conservation*     Tiie.t  practically  takes  the 
^      fruits  of  your  labor  right  to  the  table,  doesn't  it"? 

\  MRS.  OTuHSELl:  Yes,  and  it  is  there  that  we  find  our  next  step  in  the  Food  Fights 
!     For  Freedom  program  —  to  stop  food  waste  in  the  home.     That's  a  raa.tter  that 

every  housewife  has  to  carry  on  for  herself  —  along  with  sharing  and  playing 

square. 

TOHKI";    Mr.  Turrell,  we've  "been  talking  a  lot  a^bout  vrhat  has  been  done  in  the 
past,    ITow,  as  a  representative  gardener,  do  you  have  ajiy  suggestions  to  pass  on 
to  you-T  countrymen  as  you  look  to  the  coming  year? 

MR.    TUPJRSLL:    All  this  month  it  has  been  impressed  upon  us  that  our  na.tional 
food  supply  is  one  of  the  ingredients  of  final  victory  and  peace,    '".lien  we  con- 
tribute to  this  supply,  we're  doing  a  real  wa.r  service.    But  to  be  practical,  I'd 
Say  do  your  plowing,  or  spading  right  nov/,  start  a  compost  pile,  then  next  spring 
make  a  planting  schedule  of  vegetables  suita.ble  for  ca^nning  and  stick  to  it.  It 
is  our  goal  to  have  all  our  people  double  their  ga-rdening  space  this  coming 
season.    The  prospects  for  gardeners  are  good.    More  insecticides .more  and 
better  fertilizer .plenty  of  seed,  and  most  im;portant  of  all,  more  good  exper- 
ience. 

TOlyTKIIiT:     In  other  words,  you  regard  yoior  job  as  not  only  one  of  sharing,  playing 
squa.re  and  conservation  but  also  one  of  production.    There  is  just  one  more  ques- 
tion I  would  like  to  ask  in  conclusion,  Mr.  Turrell,  do  many  of  your  Victory 
G-ardeners  have  sons  in  the  armed  services? 

TQHRSLL:     They  do,  Joe,  I  guess,     in  this  respect,  it's  more  than  just  the  food 
we're  gardening  for  —  it  makes  us  feel  a  little  better  when  vre  look  at  that 
honor  roll  of  men  from  Avalon  Park  in  'oniform,  especially  one  of  our  victory 
gardeners  v/hose  son  is  represented  by  a  gold  star. 

TOJIKIl?:     Tlia.t ,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Harry  Turrell,  speaks  for  the  loyalty  of  Victory 
Gardeners  everywhere.    Our  thanks  to  you  both  for  being  with  us  today. 


^  •■■■■)■■  -r 
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